BY EARL MELLY

The mce o unseat some of
the six incumbent Montgomery
County Circuit Court judges
whio are up for election official-
ly has begun.

On Friday, Galthersburg at-
torney James F. Shalleck said
he had registered to run in the
Mowvember election.

Calling his filing the first tme
since 1986 that anyone has chal-
lenged an incumbent judge in
the county, Shalleck said his
candidacy, which he has dis-
cussed openly since last sum-
mer, is belng well received.
*The farther you get from the
courthouse, the more it is well
perceived as the proper thing o
do,” Shalleck said. *0f course,
I'm not very popular in the
courthouse,”

Shalleck is the first candi-
date to formally announce plans
to challenge the incumbent or
“sitting judges,” but gthers have
said they dre planning to enler
the fray.

endorsed five of the incumbenis.
Btrandberg said she expects the
MSBA to endorse the nevwest sit-
ting judge, Judge Joseph A.
Dugan Jr., who was invested

Montgomery Co. race
to unseat judges Is on

only about three weeks ago.
The fling desdline is July 1,
Strandberg sadd.
Thomas R Eldridge, antil re-
cently & prosecutor in the Mont-
gomery County State's Attormey
(dffice, and Stephen M. Abrams,
a member of the board of edu-
cation, have sabd they will chal-
lenge the incumbents. Eldridge
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in the next couple of weeks.

Eldridge, like Shalleck, Hhih.uhl!
found voters “receptive to the notion
of popular elections for judges.

Voters do not like the current “closed
door” process whereby the governor ap-
mj@ﬂmﬂuﬂmﬂﬂmﬂm-

bents, he said.
Abhrams and some of the incumbent

judges did not return a reporter's calls by
preas time.

Shalleck, twice an unsuccessful Re-
publican candidate for Montgomery
County State’s ALOIMEY, has lOTE €N~
dorsed the popular election of judges.
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peals Judge John C. Eldridge, said that
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who 1= not up for election this year.
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